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Social science that makes a difference 

Introduction 

 
 

• The importance of Demographic transition to the 

future of South Africa. 

 

• Conflicts and demographic transitions   

 

• Development prospects  in the context of the 

youth bulge. 

 

• Youth Bulge in South Africa curse or a blessing?: 

An Asian economic miracle or an Arab spring? 
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Historical Picture Depicting Youth 

Struggle  
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Size and Distribution 

 

• Youth in 15-24 

estimated at 10.1m 

• Africans 83.7% 

• Indians 7.9% 

• Coloureds 2.2% 

• Whites 6.2% 
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The Changing Structure of the World 

Population 

Source: United Nations Population Division (2011).  
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Fig. 1. The size of the youth population (millions)
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Household Residence 

 

• 59% of 15-19 group live 

with biological parents 

• 50.2%of 20-24 group live 

with biological parents 

• 2.9% of teens are heads 

• 11.5% of youth between 

20-24 are heads 
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Youth Bulge 
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Youth Bulge by Population Group 
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Dependency Burden 

    Ratio    

 ___________________________________________        

 All*    Children** Old age***  

__________________________________________________________________ 

1960 81   74   7 

1970 84   77  6 

1980 81   75  6 

1990 73   67  6 

2000 56   49  6 

2009 54   47  7 

_________________________________________________________________ 

*     (pop 0-14 + pop 65+)/pop15-64*100 

**   (pop 0-14)/pop15-64*100 

*** ( pop 65+)/pop15-64*100 
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2007

15 10 5 0 5 10 15

Population Projection 2007-2050  



Social science that makes a difference 

Age Structure   
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Age Distribution of Migrants  

& Non-Migrants, 2007 in the Eastern Cape 
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Youths Demand Right to Decent Life 

(Employment) 

http://www.google.co.za/imgres?imgurl=http://www.iol.co.za/polopoly_fs/iol-unemployment-1.1244432!/image/1491252583.jpg_gen/derivatives/box_300/1491252583.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.iol.co.za/news/politics/sa-s-ticking-time-bomb-1.1244433?ot=inmsa.ArticlePrintPageLayout.ot&usg=__k80qzmu4W7gB-0Og0i-C5uTsEgw=&h=225&w=300&sz=19&hl=en&start=94&zoom=1&tbnid=GG9uDiLWdp8jKM:&tbnh=87&tbnw=116&ei=wsbRT92_L8uYhQfXzMTQAw&prev=/search?q=unemployment+in+south+africa&start=80&hl=en&sa=N&gbv=2&ie=UTF-8&tbm=isch&prmd=ivnsb&itbs=1
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Youth Protest a Sign of Tension 

http://photos.denverpost.com/mediacenter/2011/08/photos-violent-protests-in-south-africa/
http://photos.denverpost.com/mediacenter/2011/08/photos-violent-protests-in-south-africa/
http://www.google.co.za/imgres?imgurl=http://farm4.static.flickr.com/3123/2739133660_5e90eea43d.jpg&imgrefurl=http://panafricannews.blogspot.com/2010/02/south-african-unemployment-rate-remains.html&usg=__midi64Ox6RsKL-pKbq3QAk1plXY=&h=200&w=300&sz=34&hl=en&start=66&zoom=1&tbnid=3HvigIXg08Fp2M:&tbnh=77&tbnw=116&ei=B8bRT-zKDMmwhAestuXZAw&prev=/search?q=unemployment+in+south+africa&start=60&hl=en&sa=N&gbv=2&ie=UTF-8&tbm=isch&prmd=ivnsb&itbs=1
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Arab Uprising, Any Lesson to Learn? 
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Conclusion 

• Youth bulge: the biggest 

challenge in South Africa 

• Likely to take longer than in 

other parts of the world 

• Will it spell anarchy or 

prosperity for South Africa? 

• Must we wait for “geriatric 

peace”? 
 

 

http://www.google.co.za/imgres?imgurl=http://blogs.cfr.org/campbell/files/2012/05/Africa-Unemployment-South-Africa-apprenticeship-05102012.jpg&imgrefurl=http://blogs.cfr.org/campbell/2012/05/11/south-africas-unemployment-grows/&usg=__lMO1WhWYQl7sLL-CKTTsa3AXzcA=&h=462&w=617&sz=98&hl=en&start=26&zoom=1&tbnid=WISkAUeFxkR8RM:&tbnh=102&tbnw=136&ei=dcTRT7M21IaFB5CwvNsD&prev=/search?q=unemployment+in+south+africa&start=20&hl=en&sa=N&gbv=2&ie=UTF-8&tbm=isch&prmd=ivnsb&itbs=1
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